
Torah Portion Vayigash
Genesis 44:18 – 47:27

Vayigash meaning “and he drew near”. 

It is a beautiful description of Judah interceding on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph revealing himself to his 
brothers and Jacob's family, 70 persons in all, journeying to Egypt. But the part of this that I would like 
to comment on some might consider odd.

Had Joseph forgotten who he was after all of his years in Egypt? Did the Pharaoh know who Joseph 
was? In the prior portion, Chapter 41:12, we find that Joseph is referred to as a Hebrew man. So, 
Pharaoh knew that Joseph was a Hebrew and Joseph knew that he was a Hebrew.

As his brothers stood before him, he recognized them but they did not recognize him. Joseph looked 
the part of a native Egyptian. No one would have recognized him as anything other than an Egyptian. 
Not only that, but he was second in command, under Pharaoh. 

In chapter 45 it is recorded that Joseph could bear his secret no longer. He broke down and demanded
that everyone leave the room so that he could reveal himself to his brothers. Now, I ask you, how 
might an Egyptian looking man, with his power, reveal himself to his brothers?  The Bible just says that
he spoke it out, “I am Joseph”.   Perhaps that is all that there was to it. He just spoke it out and they 
believed him. Somehow I seriously doubt that was all that happened.

Here is Joseph, one of the most powerful men in the known world, and he is now telling a bunch of 
Hebrew men that he is their brother. Do you honestly think they would have believed him, just like 
that?

Why would Joseph ask everyone to leave the room, except him and his brothers,  before he “revealed”
or “made himself known”  to them? 

I would like to propose to you it was because Joseph had one identification mark upon his body that 
only a Hebrew man would have. That mark was circumcision. When Joseph made that claim and then 
backed it up by showing them, in private, that he was circumcised, then they would have known for 
sure that he was indeed their brother. 

Now, big deal, you may think. Well, I think it was a big deal to Joseph and his brothers. Unless he had 
proof to back up his words, then how would they know for sure?  However, he did bear the mark of 
truth. 

How does this relate to us?  Well, God made a covenant with Abraham. The sign of that covenant was 
circumcision. This is the very reason why Joseph would have been circumcised, just like his brothers 
and Father, Jacob. By the way, Y'shua was circumcised on the 8th day after His birth, as required by 
Torah. 



 For every covenant that God made, there is a spiritual as well as a physical sign. They go together. 
 
In Romans 2:28-29, the Apostle Paul tells us: “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is 
that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of 
God.” (KJV)

The first century Jews were great braggers of the fact they were the sons of Abraham, and they bore 
in their flesh the sign of the covenant. However, Y'shua condemned the leaders of the day because 
although they bore the physical sign of the covenanted people of Yahweh, they did not bear the 
spiritual sign of the covenanted people of Yahweh. Along with this physical circumcision there was 
also suppose to be a spiritual circumcision of the heart. Heart circumcision is not a New Testament 
teaching, it was a commandment of the Torah. 

Deuteronomy 10:16, “Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked.”
Deuteronomy 30:6, “ And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to 
love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. “
And from the prophets we find in Jeremiah 4:4, “ Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away 
the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like
fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. “
(All scriptures from the KJV)

In these days it seems that everyone claims to be children of god. I put god in small letters because 
today many claim there are many paths to the same god. In the south, where I am from, everyone is a 
Christian. Most live any way they want to and brag about the fact that they are a Christian and that 
they are right with God. Most are “braggers” just like the first century Jewish leaders of the fact that 
they go to church, wear a cross necklace, etc, etc, etc., while living anyway they choose. 

When we stand before Y'shua at His coming and all is “revealed” , like with Joseph and his brothers, I 
would have to wonder, are all of this generations “braggers” gonna bear the mark in their body that 
they are truly circumcised?  

Hum?  If they don't bear the mark, the burden of proof, then they are going to be rejected. If Joseph 
had not borne the mark, he would not have been their brother. Y'shua will be checking all hearts. 

Please visit:  www.ourancientpaths.org for more teachings in rediscovering the ancient paths of our 
Christian faith.


