
Torah Portion Vayechi
Genesis 47:28-50:26

Vayechi is Hebrew for “and he lived”, the first words in the Torah Portion this week. 

This reading can be divided as follows:  Jacob's request to be buried in Canaan, Jacob's blessing of Joseph's sons 
Ephraim and Manasseh, Jacob's blessing of all of his sons, Jacob's death and burial, and Joseph's death. 

In 50:15-21 after the death and burial of Jacob, we find the sons of Jacob being overtaken by worry. Fear begin 
to grip them that the second most powerful man in Egypt, their brother Joseph, will now take vengeance on them
for their past crime against him. So, they devised a plan to tell Joseph that Jacob had requested for him to please 
forgive them for the evil that they had done to him. By doing this they hoped that Joseph would relent of any 
repayment for evil that he had planned to bestow upon them. 

However, in verse 19-21 we read that Joseph had no such intentions. In fact, the scripture relates that Joseph 
wept when he received the message from his brethren. I believe that Joseph's heart was pained that his brothers 
would believe that he was capable of hating them after all that he had done to spare their lives and to show to 
them his true and genuine love.

Joseph credits God with the steps of his life. The evil that his brothers had bestowed upon him was turned into 
good by Yahweh and saved the lives of all of his kinsmen. 

Joseph could have held resentment against them and now, at the death of his father, he could have poured it out 
upon them. Instead he CHOSE forgiveness. 

How many times do we harbor resentment for past wrongs committed against us? Oftentimes it is a single 
statement or act done against us that harbors memories lasting a lifetime. We coddle those hurtful memories and 
are never able to forgive the person involved in the wrong doing. 

The single act done to Joseph caused years of trauma in his life yet he was able to forgive. 

Unforgiveness is like a cancer that eats away at a person from the inside. Unforgiveness causes mental and 
physical sickness. Unforgiveness is a prison that will hold a person captive to Satan, where they will be 
tormented by the memories of a wrongful act and a hatred that burns like fire. That person will be slowly 
destroyed, mentally and physically. Unforgiveness is like a poison. 

The Bible commands us to forgive. Y'shua said that He forgave us of our sins and thus we are to forgive others 
of their sins against us. In the Lord's Prayer we find, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us”.

While forgiveness may not always happen instantaneously, we must seek God and ask for His help in forgiving 
even the most grievous sins committed against us. With that forgiveness will come healing.
Forgiveness is a choice!  We can choose to forgive!

While there are many things that can be learned from this reading, I think we should all desire to learn and apply 
to our lives the sacred lesson of forgiveness that Joseph had apparently mastered. 

Please visit:  www.ourancientpaths.org for more teachings in rediscovering the ancient paths of our Christian 
faith.

http://www.ourancientpaths.org/

